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Events were soon to show that both social stability and the strength of Russia's international position were illusory. The revolutionary forces, driven underground and kept in check by the police, were about to explode with unprecedented violence; and although international agreements are more honored in the breach than in the observance, and their Importance should not be exaggerated? the fact remains that in the last analysis the Franco-Russian alliance proved as fatal to imperial Russia as it was to imperial Germany.